
Good morning everyone and welcome! I’m happy you were all able to make it for this 
ceremony of the 1bench1tree Guelph General Hospital installation.  


My name is Ethan and I am a part of 1bench1tree. Specifically I help run the social media 
accounts. and that just means I get to post really good photos of myself in the next few days 
delivering this speech.


Anyways, before I get to carried away, If this is your first time hearing about 1bench1tree, we 
are a group of Masters of Landscape Architecture Students here at the University and we are 
dedicated to placing a bench and a tree at hospitals across Canada as a thank you to our 
front-line workers.


I’d first like to give a thank you to all of our partners: to Maglin for donating this beautiful 
bench, to Unilock for supplying the pavers underneath, to Maple Leaves Forever for supplying 
this native sugar maple, to Landscape Ontario member’s LP Landscape for the installation and 
Wright Landscapes for the delivery of the tree and to the Guelph Rotary Club for sponsoring 
this site. None of this would be possible without your support and generosity. Thank you. 


We have now been under the impact of covid-19 for a year and a half and it has been the 
toughest year and a half I can remember. We have lost friends and family and we have seen 
truly how transient life can be. I lost my grandmother last year in September and going to a 
funeral while remaining 6 feet apart from my family was heartbreaking. 


However, There has been a shining light to this whole situation. and that is you, you the 
frontline worker. you, the nurses, doctors and everyone that makes this building function.


At the start of this pandemic, anxieties were flaring and paths were yet to be trail-blazed, but 
there was never a question of whether you would show up for work. Long nights and early 
mornings, with shortages of beds and a capacity far to high, still you did your job, risking your 
lives everyday for us.


This action does not go unnoticed, we know you are tired, we know you are putting your life at 
risk every time you walk through those doors. And in a time of controversy where the few, but 
most polarizing voices tend to yell the loudest, 1bench1tree speaks up to give our thanks. 


At this bench and tree, you can rest, exhale deeply and close your eyes. If this gift gives you 
even just one moment of healing in your hectic lives, we will have achieved our goal. Even if 
you don’t ever sit on this bench, as you go to work everyday, as you walk by, please be 
reminded that we are thankful for you, that Guelph is thankful for you, that Ontario and Canada 
are thankful for you.


Although we are almost at a place that we can call ‘normal life’, I know we are still far away 
from truly beating Covid-19. I know It will take even more from everyone and especially you, 
yet I know you will overcome. As a final note from me to you, whenever you are discouraged, I 
hope that this gift reminds you that you are noticed and you are cared for. I hope you can use 
this gift to take what you deserve, a moment rest. 


Thank you. 


- Ethan Aquino-Chien, 1Bench1Tree


 


