
Vaccine Type
1st Dose

Date of
1st Dose

Vaccine Type
2nd Dose

2nd Dose Interval Delivery Channel Region

AstraZeneca March 10th – 19th AstraZeneca ≥ 10 weeks
• Primary Care 
• Pharmacy 

• Early adopter primary care and pharmacy 
regions

• Primary Care: Hamilton, Peel, Peterborough, 
Simcoe-Muskoka, Toronto, 

• Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph

• Pharmacy: Kingston, Toronto, Windsor-Essex

AstraZeneca After March 19th

AstraZeneca 
OR 

any mRNA vaccine* 
(Pfizer or Moderna)

≥ 12 weeks
**Eligible populations (E.g. those 

on active treatment / 
immunosuppressive therapy 

should consult with their HCP to 
determine if an interval less than 

12 weeks is appropriate)

AstraZeneca
• Primary care 
• Pharmacy

All regions
Allocation of AstraZeneca will reflect the initial 

rollout and be based on matching first doses 
administered within public health units

Moderna
• PHU/Hospital-led clinics
• Primary Care
• Pharmacy

Pfizer
• PHU/Hospital-led clinics
• Pharmacy

Any mRNA vaccine
(Pfizer or Moderna)

March 2021

Any mRNA vaccine
(Pfizer or Moderna)

The preference 
remains to match the 
second dose with the 

first dose

16 weeks
***The province plans to 

continue to offer shortened 
second dose appointments to 
select priority populations and 

according to 1st dose date 
(supply dependent)

Moderna
• PHU-led clinics
• Primary Care
• Pharmacy

Pfizer
• PHU/Hospital-led clinics
• Pharmacy

All regions

Second Dose Strategy
Following the pause of AstraZeneca (AZ) for first doses, and the most recent NACI guidance, this table outlines the current strategy for second doses

* See the supporting tool, COVID-19 Vaccine Information for Individuals that received a first dose of the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine/COVISHIELD vaccine
**For more information on eligible populations, see COVID-19 Medical Exceptions to Vaccine Dose Intervals
***Ontarians who have not yet received their first dose, as well as those who are now eligible for an accelerated second dose appointment are asked to be patient, as it could take time for 
them to receive an appointment. Vaccine administration rates are based on supply of vaccines from the federal government, local context may differ as vaccine supply is delivered across the 
province. For more information on local vaccine rollout, individuals are encouraged to visit their public health unit’s website.
For further reading see News Release: Ontario Updating AstraZeneca Second Dose Guidance and News Release: Ontario Expanding Accelerated Second Dose Booking
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https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-19_vaccine_info_AZ_2nd_dose.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID_19_medical_exceptions_vaccine_dose_intervals.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000256/ontario-updating-astrazeneca-second-dose-guidance
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000266/ontario-expanding-accelerated-second-dose-booking-to-more-ontarians-ahead-of-schedule

